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MY ITALIAN EXPERIENCE

ATBA, ITALY (REGION : PIEDMONT)

The day | received an e-mail from
my soon-to -be host sister was
one of the happiest days of my
life. That one e-mail completely
made my day and left me feeling
like the luckiest kid on the
planet. | was going to Italy! Every
pore in my body was filled with
euphoria and | was ecstatic!

From that day, | was literally
counting down the days left till

my big adventure started,

although [ still had one huge
obstacle standing my way - SPM!

Oh, the horror! Believe me when
| say that Italy was constantly on
my mind.You can’t blame me - I tal m e et S
I’m only human and something as y

exciting as Italy would surely

@
make me overwhelmed. M al a S I a'
o

After what seemed like forever, @
SPM was history! Do you know In the morning of that big To be honest, as excited a5l

what this meant? | was leaving for day, we had an orientation at was, | was also pretty

Italy in a WEEK! The days passed Maluri Hotel. The room filled nervous because | had

by all too quickly and before | quickly with excited chatter  absolutely no clue of what to

knew it, the day of departure and hearty laughs as we expect! Like they told us at

arrived! mingled around with each the orientation, “Expect the
other. This orientation was unexpected!” After

useful because we were told everything got settled in the
about the do’s and don’t’s airport, we said goodbye to
while we were on this our families and a new

program. chapter to our lives began.





[image: image2.png]in Bangkok
before arriving in Rome. At the
Rome airport, we were greeted
by a few AFS laly volunteers.
Ahb, it felt s good to finally be
in ltaly! Ies what we've been
waiting for for the past 3
months. Rome welcomed us
with chilly air and cold wind. It
was definicely a good change
from Malaysian weather where
the sun would constantly burn
‘our necks.We were taken to 2
vila where we would spend the
night before meeting our host
families. During lunch, it snowed
and it was so amazing! | guess
Rome loved the fact that we
were finally there. Without
hesitation, we ran outside to
feel snow fall on our faces for
the FIRST time. That night, sleep
came easily because everyone
was intoxicated with fatigue.

The very next day, my group left
for the train station in the
morning.After 7 long hours, |
finally reached Alba (the place |
was placed) where | met my
host parents, Angelo and
Graziell. | was greeted with big
smilles, hugs and kisses. My host

My roommates, Lauren
and Najeshz, during our
one nigh stay in Rome.

The Christmas tree

that was puc up inAlba | I

- s0 bright!

sister, Paola was at the local gym | festival as Christmas was just
for a volleyball match and that | around the corner. There were
was exactly where we headed | so many lights, decorations and
o1 was so happy to have finally | animals like ponies, sheep and

come face-to-face with the ‘donkeys. | had only been in Alba
people Id call family'for the | for a few hours and already |
next 2 months That night in | loved it!

IAlba, there was some sort of
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The weekend ended quickly and before | knew it,
t was Monday. School time! Truthfully,| was
rervous. The only thing | knew was that I'd be
an Artistic Lyceum where they did
ostly art. | felt ke a lttle kid again, nervously
icipating what the first day of school would be
ike. However, to my relief,it was good and |
njoyed it! | absolutely loved my class because
\ey made me feel welcome in their presence.

They asked me a lot of questions as they were
leurious about my origins. | knew then that |

1d have a good time being in this class
E::un they were friendly and kind.

Throughout my whole 2 months in an artistic
hool, | truly did enjoy it. For starters, it was
mpletely different from what | was used to in
falaysia where I'm so used to Science subjects.
ere, | did so many new things that | never
ought Id do! | drew and | made lttle sculptures

ut of clay. | must say that it was 2 good change
from constantly having to learn Biology or
iemistry. My art wasn't superb or anything but

I'm happy | got to do something new - it was.

initely refreshing!

I really am amazed by the people in my school
ecause they produce such brillant art works! Al
ey need is a piece of paper and just like that,
ey can draw ANYTHING. | can honestly say
at | enjoyed every second of school.

During Christmas break, my host family took me
Venice, the city of love! Venice is a really

eautiful city.Trust me, you'll just get o

agnificence. | think it's amazing how everywhere,

is surrounded by water and the only modes of

ransportation are boats and ferries. Going to
Venice was one of the best things | could every
lask for. It was almost magicall What with all that
Wwater and the gondola's and old buildings. We

spent 3 days there and we did a lot of walking.

/e explored every nook and corner,findi

litle shops that sold perfect keepsakes! If you ask
Ime,Venice s one place that everyone MUST visit.
I won'e disappoint you.

cute

Ialso got the privilege to go to the mountains
juring winter! It was breath-taling, honestly.
Everywhere you tured, there was snow! For
omeone who has never seen snow in the past.
17 years, it was 2 dream come true! The snow
was so thick, making your feet sink to leave a
jeep footprint, and soft. Oh, it was just beautifu!
[One of the things | did there was slide down a
lope using some plastic thing and it was so FUN!
| must say that drinking hot chocolate at the
Imountains where it's freezing is perfect! It will
warm up your entire body!
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7he view of the mountatns!
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because of the people I've met.
Paola, my host sister, i such 2.
kind-hearted person and ve
enjoyed her company a lot. The
same goes to friends in school
and outside school. They've al
made me feel so welcome and |
truly appreciate it. 'm really
grateful that they accepted me
as one of them and considered
me a friend!

Alba is well-known for making
the highest quality of I

wine which is why there are so
many vineyards in the
countryside! The view at the
countryside is really something
which willleave you awed. 'm
sure you know what Ferrero is
CHOCOLATE! Alba is where
the Ferrero factory is located.
Pretty amazing, huh? You can
smell the chocolatey goodness
as you walk past the factory! In
the countryside, there are also
many castles which have been
preserved from years ago. These
castles are mostly medieval
castles located on hills

The last 2 months were made

+ ¥ The pictures below
[ ] = are with the people
I now call friends!

Look how short | am!
They're lice towers!

Allin all,Pm so happy to have
gotten a city like Alba. Even f it's

The castle of Camillo Benso

small| wouldn't have it any
other way. The last 2 months
have been the best time of my
life and if | could, | wouldn't wan
to come back so soon. But
someday, | wil visit Italy again,
the place where I've bl 2 lfe.
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